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Where Neighbors Become Family 

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY 

 
This Sunday’s image of how the risen Christ shares his life with us is the image of the 

vine. Christ the vine and we the branches are alive in each other, in the mystery of 

mutual abiding described in the gospel. Baptism makes us a part of Christ’s living and 

life-giving self and makes us alive with Christ’s life. As the vine brings food to the 

branches, Christ feeds us at his table. We are sent out to bear fruit for the life of the 

world. 

 
 

GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE  

Allegro from Sonata in D, K. 381 

W.A. Mozart 

Sue Scharping & Betsy Waldon, piano duet 

 

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 
The assembly stands. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, 

our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep 

and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official 

entered your boundless baptismal life. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 
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GATHERING HYMN 

ELW #449 – We Know That Christ Is Raised  

 

 
 

 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.                 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

 

Let us pray. 
A brief silence. 
 

O God, you give us your Son as the vine apart from whom we 

cannot live. Nourish our life in his resurrection, that we may bear 

the fruit of love and know the fullness of your joy,  

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.        
 

The assembly is seated. 

WORD 

READING: Acts 8:26-40   
Led by the Spirit, Philip encounters an Ethiopian official who is returning to his African 

home after having been to Jerusalem to worship. Philip uses their encounter to proclaim 

the gospel to him. Upon coming to faith in Jesus, he is baptized by Philip. 
 

A reading from Acts. 
 

26An angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 

south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This 

is a wilderness road.) 27So he got up and went. Now there was an 

Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 

Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to 

Jerusalem to worship 28and was returning home; seated in his 

chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. 29Then the Spirit said 

to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” 30So Philip ran up to 

it and heard him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you 

understand what you are reading?” 31He replied, “How can I, 

unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 

sit beside him. 32Now the passage of the scripture that he was 

reading was this: 
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 “Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 

  and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 

   so he does not open his mouth. 

 33In his humiliation justice was denied him. 

  Who can describe his generation? 

   For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
34The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the 

prophet say this, about himself or about someone else?” 35Then 

Philip began to speak, and starting with this scripture, he 

proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. 36As they were 

going along the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch 

said, “Look, here is water! What is to prevent me from being 

baptized?” 38He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of them, 

Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip 

baptized him. 

 

 39When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord 

snatched Philip away; the eunuch saw him no more, and went on 

his way rejoicing. 40But Philip found himself at Azotus, and as he 

was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to 

all the towns until he came to Caesarea. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.             

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

The assembly stands. 
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GOSPEL:   John 15:1-8 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus taught his disciples about the relationship they 
would have with him. Those who abide in his word and love bear fruit, for apart 
from him, they can do nothing. 
 

The holy gospel according to Saint John.  
Glory to you, O Lord.  
 

[Jesus said:] 1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the 

vinegrower. 2He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. 

Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more 

fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I have 

spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch 

cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can 

you unless you abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. 

Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because 

apart from me you can do nothing. 6Whoever does not abide in 

me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are 

gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in me, 

and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it 

will be done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 

much fruit and become my disciples.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ.                 

 

 

SERMON 
The assembly is seated. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-8- 



HYMN OF THE DAY 

ELW #403 – Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song  
 

 

The assembly stands to proclaim the Word of God in song. 
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NICENE CREED 
 

Let us profess our faith. 
 

We believe in one God, 

     the Father, the Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth, 

     of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the                

dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and  

     glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear,  

let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in need of  

good news. 

 A brief silence. 

 

After each petition: 

God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

 

These prayers conclude: 

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom 

we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through Jesus Christ,  

our resurrected and living Lord. 

Amen.                                             
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PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
The people may greet one another with a VISUAL sign of Christ’s peace, and may say, 

“peace be with you,” or similar words. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The assembly is seated. 

 
OFFERING 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 
Please place your offering in the offering plate as you exit the worship space or use the 
QR code on the screen to give electronically. 

 
MUSICAL OFFERING    

Christ is the Vine 
Marilyn & James Biery 

Faith Choir; Beth Hagen, flute 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

DIALOGUE 
The assembly stands for the Great Thanksgiving. 

 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

PREFACE 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 

 

 
 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
Amen.                                

 
The assembly is seated.  
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

The risen Christ is made known to us 

in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table. 

 
The bread is broken for the communion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-14- 



SONGS DURING COMMUNION 

 
 

ELW #477 – I Received the Living God  
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BLESSING AFTER ALL HAVE COMMUNED 
The assembly stands. 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us 

and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet 

to proclaim your goodness 

and share the abundant mercy of Jesus, 

our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

 

BLESSING 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 

The God of resurrection power, 

the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope 

☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN 
ELW #619 – I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

Verses 1, 2, 6 & 8  

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 
Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 

POSTLUDE 

I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

Kenneth Kosche 
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PARTICIPATING TODAY 
Senior Pastor                       Timothy Robertson  

Director of Music Ministries               Elizabeth Waldon 

Worship Assistant Kristin Schultz 

Reader Rich Samonte 

Trombone Bob McGuffin 

Service Hosts  Carlene & George Lorenz 

Interpreter Stacey Borrego  

 
 
 

 

 

 

The flowers at the altar are placed to the Glory of 

God by Lloyd Lundberg in honor of Derek’s 55th 

birthday and Terry & Derek’s Anniversary. 
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