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 Healing Service 

Saturday, June 22, 5:00 p.m. 
 

Gloria Dei will offer this meaningful 
service again in June.   A Healing Service 
is a worship experience that focuses on 
our individual needs for restoration of 
mind, body, and soul. People attend the 
service for themselves or for a loved one 
whom they are concerned about.  It is 
designed to be more intimate than a 
traditional Sunday service. The service 
invites participants to receive an anointing 
(blessed oil placed on one’s forehead 
made in the name of God) through the 
ancient rite of laying on of hands after 
time spent in prayer. Take a moment to 
worship and breathe in the spirit of 
kindness, simplicity, reconciliation and 
wholeness of life.  All are welcome! 

 

 

 
CALL COMMITTEE’S EFFORTS MOVING ALONG… 

Gloria Dei’s Call Committee has been busy interviewing candi-
dates for the position of Associate Pastor, Youth and Family Min-
istries.  We have spoken with a number of candidates by confer-
ence call, and several have been invited to in-person second inter-
views.  The process of calling a pastor always takes longer than 
we wish it would, but the effort involved in making sure there is a 
match between the calling congregation and the called individual 
is time well spent.   

As a reminder, the position Gloria Dei is working to fill is some-
thing new for us.  After much discussion and prayer, the Church 
Council has determined that we need to rearrange how staff duties 
are distributed – something that is always challenging.  But, our 
goal of a vibrant church with a vibrant congregation makes it 
worth it! 

The Call Committee has placed a binder in the Church Library 
(bottom shelf of the bookshelf to the right of the door – behind the 
computer stand) that includes the Ministry Site Profile (Gloria 
Dei’s “resume” that was shared with candidates), the job descrip-
tion for the position we are working to fill, and meeting 
minutes.  Please feel free to stop in the library to look through the 
binder.  Call Committee members (a list is in the binder) would be 
happy to answer questions you may have. 

 

 

            HABITAT 500  
Pastor Tim will be riding in his 12th year from  
July 14-19 for Habitat 500 Bike Ride. The goal 
is to raise awareness about the need for decent, 
safe, and affordable housing for people. The 
funds that are raised in Pastor Tim's name will 
benefit people in DuPage County.   
  
Last year, your donations to Habitat 500 in Pas-
tor Tim's name totaled $11,536, which exceeded 
his goal of $10,000. 
 
Pastor Tim's goal this year is $10,000.  
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Two Birds: One Stone 
 

Dear Gloria Dei, 
 
The old adage goes “kill two birds with one stone.” This is a  coarse image about efficiency. 
Google defines the analogy as, “to achieve two things by doing a single action We 
can kill two birds with one stone by dropping off the mail when we go to the grocery store.”  
This summer, we have a two birds/one stone opportunity.  
 

Stone One: Habitat 500 
In July, I will be riding in my 12th Habitat 500. This year’s fundraising has an extra double-
bonus. The funds raised this year will not only stay local, as in year’s past, blessing DuPage 
Habitat for Humanity, but also this year’s fundraising will be earmarked specifically for Gloria 
Dei’s summer Faith Builds venture partnership with DuPage Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent 
Financial. 
 

Stone Two: Faith Builds 
What is Faith Builds?  DuPage Habitat for Humanity and Thrivent Financial have partnered for 
a new Faith Build initiative. Faith Build brings together congregations like ours to fund and 
build a home for a family in need. Coming soon, you will hear more about a couple weekend 
dates that Gloria Dei members and friends can literally go to a Habitat for Humanity worksite, 
sign in and start working. Normally, Habitat for Humanity asks from each volunteer and agency 
to fund part of the home build. But this year’s donation has already been raised via the funds 
raised through this year’s Habitat 500 fund raising earmarked by DuPage Habitat for Humanity. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of one of my favorite causes and I look forward to this 
summer when we can together put that fund raising into action by swinging a hammer, a paint 
brush and/or sweeping with a broom to bring hope to a formally homeless family. 
 
 
Give ‘em Heaven! PT 
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SUMMER MUSIC/CHOIR/HYMN SING 

We need YOU to fill our worship services with beautiful music this summer! If you’re interested in singing or 

playing a musical instrument in worship, please contact Director of Music Ministries Betsy Waldon and we 

will find a time for you to participate. 

Summer Choirs will be held once a month in the summer, meeting at 8:00 am to sing at the 8:30 am worship 

service.  Summer Choir dates are the third Sundays of the month: June 16, July 21, and August 18. All are 

welcome.  

Join us for a Hymn Sing before the 8:30 am Sunday worship services this summer on the first Sunday of the 

month, June 2, July 7, and August 4.  Here’s a chance to sing a verse or two of your favorite hymn. Requests 

will be taken. Come early (8:20 am) to join in the singing!  Our July hymn sing will focus on “lost hymns,” 

those that were perhaps old favorites but are not included in our current red hymnal.  Do you have a hymn in 

mind?  Please submit it to Betsy by July 1st so that words and music may be reprinted for us to sing. 

Thanks to Anya Konieczka, Christina Konieczka, Patrick Neustadt, Rebecca Rodeck, and Sue Scharping, 

who shared their gifts in musical offerings during the month of May.   

 
 
 
 
         SATURDAY NIGHT  

  Guest musicians @ Saturday night  
  5:00 pm worship once a month 

 
Saturday Night aLive continues on June 1st with Sacred Folk Music, featuring Roberta Wentling and Ryan 

P. Keane of the band Every Day Grace.  Come check out this special service and invite a friend! 

 

 

As Sojourners Pub Church celebrates almost four years of ministry they are saying 
goodbye to Tracy’s Tavern, their worship home since 2015.  (Tracy’s is closing in mid-
June.)  Please join us for our Final Farewell Pub Church Service at Tracy's Tavern on 
Sunday, June 2, 12:30 pm. Bring the family along and let's celebrate the past and look 
forward to the future! Tracy's is located at 401 55th Street in Clarendon Hills. 
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ROAR 

2019 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
(Life is Wild – God is Good) 

Dates:   August 5th – 9th 
Times:   9:00 a.m. – Noon 
Ages:   3 years – 5th grade 

Fees:   $15.00 per child 
$25.00 per family of two or more children 

(your fee includes a VBS t-shirt) 
 

This exciting new VBS takes place in the jungle.  Decorating with jungle animals will be so much fun!  Everyday, chil-
dren will experience arts/crafts, science, singing, games, mission stories, a video and snacks. 

 
SWEET LIFE CAFÉ 

WOMEN’S RETREAT 

 
Our 2019 Women’s Retreat, “Sweet Life Café”, was a lovely day.  May 5th came through with perfect weather (70’s 

and sunny).  The Arboretum was gorgeous with fresh flowers and blooming trees everywhere.  The Sycamore room 

was beautiful, and our lunch was delicious.  A big thank you to Jacque Ortegel, Chris Graves, Denise Marnen-Jirka, 

Sandi Moser, Pastor Kral, and Betsy Waldon for helping me lead the sessions. Also, to Joyce Pauly for helping me with 

the flyers and nametags.  I truly hope that everyone who attended enjoyed the day and felt renewed, loved and blessed!   

EASTER BREAKFAST 
 

Thanks to all the many people who helped and supported the Easter Breakfast this year!  Setting up, shopping, baking, 
chopping, cutting, serving and cleaning, the many hands made light work for all!  A delicious breakfast was enjoyed by 
many individuals and families.  What a great time for fellowship on such a great day of celebration. 
 

 
CONFIRMATION 

Congratulations to our eighth-grade confirmands as they made their confirmation at the worship service on May 5, af-
firming their baptisms that day.  Congrats to Olivia, Carter, Ryan, Natalie, Sarah, Kayla, Anya, Alex, Patrick, and Jo-
hanna.  God’s blessings to you as you continue your faith journeys and for reaching this awesome milestone in your 
faith development! 

YOUTH MISSION TRIP 
 

Please hold our youth missionaries in your prayers as we lead up to the mission trip to San Diego on July 27.  We will 
have 24 young people and young-at-heart adult mentors traveling to San Diego to learn about, experience, and serve 
people who are refugees and immigrants.  Thank you to all who have supported our youth so far.  If you would like to 
contribute to a scholarship for some of our youth or would like to invest in this experience for our youth, funds may be 
donated on Sundays in the gathering area, you can talk to Wayne Bormann, Interim Director of Youth and Family Min-
istries, or you may deposit a check in the weekly offering with “Youth Trip” in the memo section. 

 
 
 
 

 

Contact Information: Wayne Bormann,  Interim Director of Youth & Family Ministries – wayne.bormann@gloriadeichurch.org / phone x105 
                                        Jan Barker, Family Ministry Coordinator—jan.barker@gloriadeichurch.org  / phone x104 
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Mission & Justice 
 

 
UPDATE ON REFUGEE MINISTRY 

 

A very successful refugee luncheon was held on Sunday, April 28th for more than 50 guests who had an oppor-
tunity to hear from our first refugee family and from a representative from World Relief.  Yasmin Fallouni, 
who came from Syria three years ago, talked about her thoughts and feelings when she arrived in the United 
States. She updated the group about the progress she and her family have made in their lives and thanked her 
Gloria Dei friends for all they have done. Durmomo, a Sudanese refugee who is now an employee of World 
Relief talked about his experience and answered questions about the current state of refugee resettlement in the 
U.S.  Despite a significant decrease in the number of refugees being allowed into the U.S., World Relief is 
working with the Gloria Dei committee on the assumption that we will be assigned a new refugee family with-
in the next few months.  Watch the announcements for updated information. 
 

         40 DAYS OF GIVING FOR WORLD HUNGER IS SUCCESSFUL 
 

The ELCA 40 Days of Giving campaign which was ongoing at Gloria Dei during the Lenten season was very 
successful this year.  Mission & Justice had set a goal of $5,000 but was overwhelmed with the generosity of 
members.  A total of $12,608 was collected.  The overall congregational giving exceeded the $5,000 goal and 
then an additional single donation of $5,000 was received.  Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support minis-
tries in the U.S. and in more than 60 other countries in an effort to help end the cycle of poverty – for good. 
 

         LSSI ROGERS PARK HEAD-START CHILDREN RECEIVE EASTER BASKETS 
 

50 Easter baskets made up by Gloria Dei members were delivered to the children at the Rogers Park Head-
Start program.  The $1 donations which had been requested were sent to buy cake and ice cream for a party for 

the children.  A good time was had by all.  You can see the joy in the faces of the children! 

 

 

 
 

 



6 

 

WELCA SCHOLARSHIPS FOR LUTHERAN LAYWOMEN  
 

 
WELCA offers a number of scholarships in several categories to Lutheran laywoman who are resuming 
their collage education. These scholarships are for women who are not studying for ordination. The dead-
line for applying for these scholarships is July 1st.  
 
If you or someone you know is resuming their collage education after a break of at least 2 years and is plan-
ning a career in one of the following areas these scholarship opportunities may be of interest: 
 

Administrative leadership: The Arne Administrative Scholarship provides assistance to women interested 

pursuing their degree in administration. 

 

ELCA college and seminary leadership: The Schmieder Leadership Scholarship provides funds to wom-

en administrators and faculty at ELCA colleges and seminaries who would like to participate in leadership 

training and management training institutes. 

 

Women of color leaders: The Amelia Kemp Scholarship provides assistance to ELCA women of color in 

undergraduate, graduate, professional, or vocational courses of study. 

 

ELCA service abroad: Several scholarship funds provide assistance to women preparing for ELCA ser-

vice abroad, either in general or in health professions. 

 

Christian service:  Several funds provide assistance to women taking graduate courses that will prepare 

them for occupations in Christian service. 

 

For more information, specific requirements, and applications please go the WELCA website: 

www.womenoftheelca.org/scholarships. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Women of the ELCA 



COUNCIL MEETING—APRIL 23, 2019 
 
 
The addendum for the April 23, 2019 meeting was re-
viewed. The confirmands for May 5, 2019 are: Olivia 
Benoit, Ryan Enger, Carter DeFrancisco, Natalie 
Folkening, Sarah Gunner, Kayla Kellam, Anya 
Konieczka, Alex Munsie, Patrick Neustadt, and Johan-
na Rodeck. It was also noted that attendance for the 
10:30 worship service has been down. 
 
Committee Reports: 
 
Endowment/Library - The Library is sponsoring a 
summer program and there will be upcoming changes 
to the book shelving. 
 
Mission and Justice- An officer from Access DuPage 
spoke to the group about ways we can help. Access 
DuPage helps with insurance for people who cannot 
afford it and don’t have the option of an employer 
sponsored plan. The Refugee rollout is starting Sunday 
April 28. The Refugee luncheon will also be on that 
day. 
 
Property- Replacing the tile in the stairwell where the leak 
occurred will not be a problem with asbestos.  There are 
various options for replacing the church sign, raising the 
retention pond to ground level and increasing the number of 
available handicapped seating that are being discussed. 
 
Tech Team-  The team is working on the bluetooth mic 
issues that are happening with the iPad that is used to 
stream the worship services on facebook live. We may need 
to spend some money to get a better system. Middleground 
has asked that the church computers be left on all the time. 
The phone system has had issues. A battery backup was 
bad and replaced and all recent phone and internet issues 
have been resolved. 
 
Welcom ING- They will be handing out carnations on 
Mother’s Day and Gloria Dei pens on Father’s Day. 
 
Wellness Cabinet- Jillian met with a former member of the 
cabinet and the team is moving forward. 
 
Worship and Music-  The next two Saturday night aLive 
services will be hymns with strings and the folk music in 
June. There has been a bump in attendance with each of 
these special Saturday night services. 
 

Youth Ministry- The Easter breakfast went well, but the 
numbers were down. The fundraising for the youth has 
been going slow.    
 
Financial Reports 
         
Treasurers - Finance has some built in protections in case 
the budget runs short. We aren’t at a point yet where we 
need to ask the congregation to pick up their offerings. 
 
Financial Secretary - Mike Rodeck stated that giving is at 
91% for the first quarter so we are down for the start of the 
year. This is opposite what occurred last year. There is not 
a lot of concern and finance is confident we will be okay 
with the budget. If not, letters can be sent out to committees 
to ask them to watch spending closely.  
Dave Pauly moved to accept both reports, subject to audit. 
Maddie Loper seconded  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Action Items:   
Money for sign by the bike rack- This would be a weather 
proof, wind proof, changeable sign that would be used for 
the advertisement of church events. It would not impact the 
Village yearly sign limit. Pastor Tim moved to fund the 
$250 for the sign from Memorials and Special Gifts. Mike 
Rodeck seconded. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Updates:  
Call Committee Update - In the early interview process 
currently. 
 
Miscellaneous Items: 
Church Night Supper - Pete Heflin’s “retirement” - Pete 
is retiring from coordinating the program. As the head of 
church night supper, he will be difficult to replace and may 
require a paradigm shift as to how we do the church night 
suppers moving forward. There are multiple ways things 
can be done, but they will require more discussion, 
 
Adjournment: 
Jillian Scott moved to adjourn the meeting and Angie Er-
ickson seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Closing Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Amy Filip, Council Secretary 
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Thank You! 
 
Dear Congregation of Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 
 
On behalf of all those we serve, I thank you for your very generous donation of $561.46.  Your exceptional 
generosity to FISH is extraordinary and has always had very positive results for our neediest neighbors.  We 
combine our donated monies each month to buy food from the Northern Illinois Food Bank, and to give finan-
cial aid for a utility bill, a care repair bill or to help with a rent payment.  A person needing financial help may 
apply once every 2 years.  We are grateful to you for your ongoing gifts.  You continue to make a big differ-
ence for those who need us most. 
 
Sincerely, 
June Miller 
Corresponding Secretary 

 

       

 

Thanks to all for generously giving household items for our 2019 refugee family. We have very nearly collect-
ed it all and are awaiting the training of our family mentors. When that is complete, Gloria Dei is ready for our 
third family, hopefully arriving in late May or June. Keep praying for them and we’ll keep you posted! 

 

       

 

Dear Friends, 

 

Thank you so much for the lovely bouquet of flowers delivered on Sunday by the kind Pam.  Somehow fresh 

flowers in a home make the world seem nicer.   I see it was conformation Sunday and I wish the Confirmation 

Class a life of hope, peace and joy. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mildred Dahl 
 

        

 

 
 

PINE HOLLOW OPEN GOLF TOURNAMENT 
 

Uli Lohrman shot a 30 to set the tournament record, at the 43rd Pine Hollow Open Golf Tournament.  Bob 
Trojanowski won the Prediction Contest and finished in second place in the closest to the Pin Contest.  Mem-
bers of the Gloira Dei Golf Team are: Joe Jirka, Carl Otterness, Jim Yergas, Bruce Swanson, Clarence Smith, 
Bob Trojanowski and Gene Wensel. 
 
The next golf outing is the Gloria Dei Open on Saturday, September 7th at Twin Lakes Golf Course.  Registra-
tion will start in August. 
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Saturday, 5:00 p.m.  
- Spoken 
 
Sunday, 8:30 a.m. –  
Traditional 
 
Sunday, 10:00 a.m.–  
Casual, Come-as-you-are 

 

 
Staff 

 
Tim Robertson 
Senior Pastor 

 
Rhonda Kral 

Associate Pastor 
 

Elizabeth Waldon 
Director of Music Ministries 

 
Wayne Bormann 

Interim Director of Youth 
and Family Ministries 

 
Sue Scharping 

Director of Kids of the King-
dom Choir, Festive Strings, 

Blessed Notes Choir 
 

Joyce Pauly 
Interim Office Administrator  

 
Mary Rakowski 

Administrative Staff 
 

Jan Barker 
Family Ministry Coordinator 

 
 
 

4501 Main Street 
Downers Grove, Illinois  

60515 
 

www.gloriadeichurch.org 

 

Changes for the  
Church Directory  

 

Weddings 
 

Matthew Herbeck & 
Jennifer Dyer 

 

Baptisms 
 

Riley Mae Beresheim 
Vincent Michael Gilbert 

Phoebe Rae Roberts 
 

New Members 
 

Alice Dorski 
Dennis & Ruth Kenny 

Ron Kok-Alblas 
Jeff & Kathy Martin 

(and children Elisse & Ethan) 
Beck Hefty O’Malley 

Alex Smaga 
 

Deaths 
 

Jean Lundberg 
Barbara Schroeder 

 

Transfers 
 

Magne & Judy Olson 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours 

Monday-Friday 

9:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m. 

 

CONFIRMANDS 

Olivia Benoit 

Carter DeFrancisco 

Ryan Enger 

 Natalie Folkening  

Sarah Gunner 

 Kayla Kellam 

 Anya Konieczka 

 Alex Munsie  

Patrick Neustadt 

 Johanna Rodeck 
 


